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SUBJECT: ECUADOREAN MISSION TO WASHINGTON 

1 . ON MARCH 24 ECUADOREAN UNDERSECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
JOSE AYALA, AND CHAIRMAN OF ECUADOR'S JOINT CHIEFS OF 
STAFF, RENAN OLMEDO, MET WITH DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER. 

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY ALSO HOSTED A LUNCHEON WHICH INCLUDED 
UNDERSECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS HABIB AND OTHER RANKING 
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STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS. THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS WERE 
DISCUSSED: 

2. ANDEAN SUBREGIONAL INSTABILITY. 

A) THE ECUADOREANS. ESPECIALLY OLMEDO, IMPRESSED UPON US 
THE ECUADOREAN VIEW THAT ECUADOR IS CURRENTLY DEFENSELESS 
AND FACING A CLEAR AND IMMINENT THREAT FROM PERU. BOTH 
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ECUADOREANS EMPHASIZED THAT THE PERUVIAN ARMS BUILDUP HAS 
CHANGED THE GEOPOLITICAL BALANCE OF POWER IN THE ANDEAN 
SUBREGION. AYALA NOTED THAT THERE HAVE BEEN RUMORS ABOUT 
OPEN CONFLICT, SOME SUCH REPORTS ORIGINATING FROM COMMEN- 
TARIES IN AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN NEWS MEDIA. AYALA SAID 
ALL OF THIS HAD CREATED A PRE-WAR PSYCHOSIS THAT IS DIS- 
RUPTING RELATIONSHIPS IN THE ANDEAN REGION. IN ADDITION, 
AYALA SAID THAT A NEW FACTOR OF INSTABILITY HAD BEEN ADDED 
BECAUSE THE SOVIET UNION IS THE ARMS SUPPLIER OF PERU. 

ECUADOR AND CHILE WANT TO REDUCE THEIR ARMS SPENDING AND 
DO NOT WANT TO SEE AN ARMS RACE. THEY PLAN TO DO ALL WITH- 
IN THEIR POWER TO PREVENT AN OUTBREAK OF WAR BUT ECUADOR 
KNOWSTHAT IT WILLNOTBE LEFT OUT OF A WAR AND THEREFORE 
MUST TAKE ADEQUATE PRECAUTIONS TO DEFEND ITSELF. 

B ) CHRISTOPHER REPLIED THAT THE US UNDERSTOOD 

ECUADOR'S CONCERN ABOUT THE ARMS IMBALANCE, AND HAD EX- 
PRESSED THAT CONCERN TO THE GOVERNMENT OF PERU. THEY 
ADDED THAT THE US WAS STUDYING THE SITUATION CAREFULLY, 

AND WOULD TRY TO BE RESPONSIVE TO ECUADOR WITHIN WHATEVER 
LIMITATIONS WERE DETERMINED FOR FUTURE US POLICY AND 
RESOURCES. THEY CONCLUDED BY SAYING THE US WAS NOT 
UNMINDFUL OF ECUADOREAN CONCERNS, BUT THAT US ABILITY TO 
HELP WAS LIMITED. 

3. PROPOSED ISRAELI SALE OF KFIR AIRCRAFT. 

A) TO DEFEND ITSELF, ECUADOR ARRANGED TO BUY 24 KFIR 
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FIGHTER AIRCRAFT FROM ISRAEL. ECUADOR, SAID AYALA, CON- 
SIDERS THE KFIR A DEFENSIVE AIRCRAFT AND A DETERRENT TO 
PERU. THE US VETO OF THE SALE LEAVES ECUADOR DEFENSELESS. 
AYALA SAID THAT ECUADOR NEEDED THE KFIR OR SOMETHING ELSE 
- ONE OR THE OTHER IS INDISPENSABLE. THIS IS THE FIRST 
TIME IN 25 YEARS THAT ECUADOR HAS WANTED TO BUY NEW AIR- 
CRAFT. THE ECUADOREANS STRESSED THAT OUR KFIR VETO MEANT 
ONLY THAT ECUADOR WOULD BUY FROM A COUNTRY OR COUNTRIES 
OTHER THAN ISRAEL. THEY ADDED THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
AND OTHER COUNTRIES HAD MADE VERY ATTRACTIVE OFFERS. THEY 
STATED THAT ECUADOR DID NOT WISH TO DEAL WITH THE SOVIET 
UNION. THEREFORE, IT APPEALED TO THE US TO LOOK AT THE 
PROBLEM VERY CAREFULLY. 

B) CHRISTOPHER STATED THAT OUR VETO SHOULD NOT 

BE VIEWED AS DIRECTED SPECIFICALLY AGAINST ECUADOR, AND 
THAT IT WAS A CONTINUATION OF OUR LONGSTANDING POLICY IN 
LATIN AMERICA, WHICH HAS BEEN ONE OF RESTRAINT IN INTRO- 
DUCING THE MOST ADVANCED WEAPONS, INCLUDING FIGHTER 
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AIRCRAFT. AS FOR "SOMETHING ELSE”, HABIB POINTED OUT THE 
PRACTICAL PROBLEM OF THE US APPEARING TO SEEK COMMERCIAL 
ADVANTAGE FROM THE VETO. 

4. ECUADOR-PERU RELATIONS. 

A) AYALA SAID THAT ECUADOR WAS NORMALLY MISTRUSTFUL OF 
PERU, WHICH MADE LAST DECEMBER A DIFFICULT MONTH AFTER THE 

SCHEDULED VISIT TO ECUADOR OF THE PERUVIAN PRESIDENT FELL 
THROUGH. ECUADOR WANTS GOOD RELATIONS WITH PERU, AND FOR 
THAT REASON SENT A SPECIAL ENVOY TO PERU IN FEBRUARY TO 
IMPROVE RELATIONS. PERU'S ARMS BUILDUP, HOWEVER, HAS A 
DESTABILIZING EFFECT ON THE SUBREGION, AND ECUADOR CANNOT 
BE INDIFFERENT TO POWERFUL, MODERN ARMS THAT THREATEN 
ECUADOR. ECUADOR HAS NO CAPACITY, MATERIEL, OR DESIRE TO 
BE AGGRESSIVE. ECUADOR, HOWEVER, NEEDS DEFENSIVE ARMS TO 
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MAKE ITS POTENTIAL ENEMIES THINK TWICE BEFORE CONSIDERING 
ATTACKING ECUADOR. 

B ) ANDEAN OFFICE DIRECTOR DEVINE TOLD THE ECUADOREANS THAT 
THE USG PERCEIVED LESS THREAT OF IMMINENT HOSTILITIES THAN 
DO SOME OTHER OBSERVERS. HE ADDED THAT THE US HAD TRIED 
TO CALM THE SITUATION IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY BY LETTING 
THAT FACT BE KNOWN IN RESPONSE TO ALARMIST VIEWS AND IN- 
QUIRIES BY THE PRESS AND SOME OF THE NATIONS CONCERNED. 

HE SAID THE USG HOPED THAT IT HAD IN THIS WAY CONTRIBUTED 
TO SOME EASING OF RECENT TENSIONS AND THAT IT WOULD BE OUR 
CONTINUING POLICY TO SEEK TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CAUSE OF 
PEACE IN THE ANDEAN REGION. 

5. US-LATIN AMERICA 

A) AYALA SAID THE US HAD A RESPONSIBILITY TO TAKE AN 
ACTIVE PART IN KEEPING THE PEACE IN LATIN AMERICA. FOR 
EXAMPLE, IT SHOULD HELP COUNTRIES LIKE ECUADOR, WHICH WAS 
ATTACKED IN 1941 BY PERU JUST AS THE UNITED STATES WAS 
ATTACKED AT PEARL HARBOR BY THE JAPANESE. THEREFORE, THE 
US SHOULD STUDY THE DEFENSIVE NEEDS OF COUNTRIES LIKE 
ECUADOR THAT ARE THREATENED. HE EMPHASIZED THAT ECUADOR 
IS SEEKING DEFENSIVE AND NOT OFFENSIVE WEAPONS. AS AN 
EXAMPLE, HE MENTIONED AN INTEGRATED AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM. 

B) CHRISTOPHER SAID THAT HE APPRECIATED THE TOUR D'HORIZON 
GIVEN BY AYALA AND THAT HE WAS SYMPATHETIC TO THE APPEAL 
FOR THE US TO CONSIDER SPECIFIC SITUATIONS ON A CASE-BY 
CASE BASIS. HE STATED THAT HE FELT THE US SHOULD DEVELOP 
BILATERAL POLICIES BASED ON CHANGING SITUATIONS RATHER 
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THAN DEVELOP ONE POLICY SUFFICIENT FOR ALL OF LATIN 
AMERICA. HE ADDED THAT HE PARTICULARLY ADMIRED THE TRENDS 
IN ECUADOR - SPECIFICALLY ECUADOR'S ADMIRABLE HUMAN RIGHTS 
RECORD AND ITS PLAN TO RETURN TO DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT 
IN 1978. HE SAID THAT WE TAKE THOSE TRENDS INTO ACCOUNT 
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WHEN DEALING WITH ECUADOR. WHICH WAS ONE REASON WE WERE 
RECEIVING THE MISSION SO EARLY IN THIS ADMINISTRATION. HE 
CONCLUDED BY STATING THAT WE WOULD CERTAINLY GIVE CAREFUL 
CONSIDERATION TO ECUADOREAN REQUESTS FOR DEFENSIVE 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT. 

6. OTHER TOPICS RAISED BY US WERE: 

A) US-USSR RELATIONS. HABIB GAVE THE ECUADOREANS A PRE- 
VIEW OF US HOPES AND EXPECTATIONS FOR THE TRIP OF THE 
SECRETARY TO THE SOVIET UNION. 

B ) REGIONAL AGREEMENT. HABIB ASKED AYALA IF A REGIONAL 
POLITICAL ARRANGEMENT WAS POSSIBLE INSTEAD OF AN ARMS 
RACE. AYALA REPLIED THAT IN A PRAGMATIC WORLD A COUNTRY 
NEEDED AN ARSENAL TO PREVENT ATTACKS ON IT. HE CITED 
THE US ARSENAL AS AN EXAMPLE OF ONE FACET OF US-USSR RE- 
LATIONS. 

C) INTEGRATED AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM. HABIB TOLD THE ECUADOR- 
EANS THAT ONE PROBLEM THEY FACED IN SEEKING TO PURCHASE 
THE IMPROVED HAWK MISSILE SYSTEM WAS THE FACT THAT 
ECUADOR WOULD BE THE FIRST COUNTRY IN LATIN AMERICA TO 
ACQUIRE THAT MISSILE SYSTEM. A QUESTION OF POLICY IS 
AUTOMATICALLY INVOLVED BY ANY INTRODUCTION OF A NEW 
WEAPONS SYSTEM INTO LATIN AMERICA. 

D) HUMAN RIGHTS. AYALA PRAISED THE US FOR ITS PHILOSOPHY 
OF PLACING MAN IN THE CENTER OF ITS FOREIGN POLICY. 

HE ASKED, HOWEVER, FOR THE US TO BE PRAGMATIC, AS IT WAS 
IN DEALING WITH KOREA. HE THEN ASKED HOW THE US COULD 
SET ITSELF UP AS JUDGE AND JURY FOR ALL OTHER NATIONS OF 
THE WORLD. HABIB RESPONDED THAT PRESIDENT CARTER SPOKE AT 
THE UN ON THIS SUBJECT IN A MULTILATERAL WAY, ADDING THAT 
THE US PREFERRED A MULTILATERAL APPROACH. IF, HOWEVER, SUCH 
AN APPROACH PROVES TO BE IMPOSSIBLE, THEN THERE IS NO 
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QUESTION BUT THAT THE US WILL LEAD IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
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FIELD. IF THAT MAKES OTHERS ANGRY, SO BE IT. HE ADDED 
THAT HUMAN RIGHTS WERE NOT A TEMPORARY CONCERN OF THE US, 
BUT PERMANENT POLICY. DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY LUERS 
ASKED IF THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION WAS 
A VIABLE POSSIBILITY TO HANDLE HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS. 
AYALA REPLIED "YES, BUT IT WILL BE DELICATE". LUERS THEN 
ASKED IF THE UN WOULD BE BETTER. AYALA SAID "YES, BECAUSE 
THE VOTE THERE IS MORE UNIVERSAL". 

E) PRESIDENTIAL TRIP TO LATIN AMERICA. AYALA ASKED IF A 
TRIP BY PRESIDENT CARTER TO LATIN AMERICA WAS A POSSIBILITY 
THIS YEAR. CHRISTOPHER REPLIED THAT SUCH A TRIP 
HAD A HIGH PRIORITY BUT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD SAID HE 
WOULD NOT TRAVEL MUCH DURING HIS FIRST YEAR IN OFFICE. 
OLMEDO SAID A CARTER TRIP TO THE ANDEAN SUBREGION WOULD BE 
USEFUL TO BALANCE THE PRESENCE OF THE USSR. 


CHRISTOPHER 
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